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there were hopes of succeeding in an entire treaty. I am confident you would strengthen your party more by gaining that one man than by any other thing imaginable, and I believe he is sensible of the intolerable measures which others encouraged him to go into.    I know he hates some of their leaders   very  heartily,  and   I   believe   he  would abandon his old friend so far as never to desire to have him in play again, but let him lie by the rest of his days.    I am also persuaded he would part with any one or all of the damnation club for their ill-behaviour; but these may be conjectures, and cannot be well known till they are proposed. I  know this would be  insupportable doctrine to Lord Rivers and the Duke of Argyll, whom I both honour, love, and esteem; but as no private man's interest ought or must come in computation with the present  welfare   of   the   public,   and  to  get honourably rid of this bloody, pernicious, expensive, and destructive war, neither any private pique ought to prevail so far as to hinder or any wise encourage the enemy not to renew their proposals for a peace, which the Dutch I am sure, and very sure, want but to have in a manner on any terms; and if ever proposed, if they don't come to a conclusion as well as they can, I shall never pretend to know anything of them or their measures for the future, and we are in no worse circumstances than when the enemy made their last proposals.